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ILLINOIS COLLEGE LIBRARY SURVEY 


if niro d uetion 


It has been felt that the college libraries of Illinois have 





had no common standards. Each library has had to meet its own’ proeb- 
lems in its own way. This survey was made as an attempt to find just 
what the libraries had in common, and how they could cooperate with 
One another. Special stress was laid Upon sae metnods used for’ in- 
a then that required. 






teresting students in books and reading, 
An onportunity was also given for th jan to tell of any spe- 


cial collection--books valuable because of rarity and age or a strong 


. gYroupocon some one subject. Since union lists and catalogs are always 


made with largeilibraries in view it is very easy for books valuable 


for scholars to be unaccessible to those who might wish to use then. 


It was at first planned to include all schools above high 
school ae but this proved too large and varied a field. Therefore 
the study is limited to class A and B colleges. Twenty-two question- 
nairs were sent, from which there were nineteen replies. [ne wording 
in the tabulations has tried to follew as nearly as possible the word- 


ing of the answers to the questionnaires. 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS BIBRARY SCHOOL 


Urbana, Illinois 
March 27, 19024. 


My dear 


AS a student in the library school I am making a 
study of the special bock collections to be found in the 
college libraries of Illinois and of the methods that are 
being used to encourage reading on the part of college students. 
In order to get the necessary information I must ask “the 
cooperation of each library concerned. I shall be exceedingly 
grateful for whatever ib you can give me by answering tne 
Following questions. I shall appreciate as early a reply as 
possipvle. 


Sincerely yours, 


1, How many students of college rank are enrolled? 


&. How many bound volumes are in the library?---------- What 
proportion are for reference use?--.-—.--- What proportion 
for *zeneral reading ?-~--------- 


Be What special collections does the library have? 


4. What is the average amount spent for books each year?-~------ 
How much of this is spent for books for general reading?-—~-- 
-----—- How much for magazines for general reading?—---- .---. 


5. What is the policy of the library toward buying modern fictic 
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10. 


136 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17 


Are all students charged a library fee each year?-------- 
How much? 


Have students access to books other than those of reference 
use? é 


How many books are students allowed to take at one time?----- 
How long can these be kept? 


Do the more popular general magazines circulate?-----for how 
long? 


Are collections of vooks kept in class rooms, offices , etc? 
—-----iIhere? 


Do students have access to these collections? 


What siethods are used to interest students in books and reading 


How are new books brought to the attention of students and 
faculty? 


Is anything being done to encourage reading by persons not on 
the trace staffi--+----By whouw?----- How is this being done? 


To what extent dco you borrow books from other libraries for 
the use of faculty and students? 


rice t + 
Does the college library serve the comunity also?e---- To what 
extent? 


What other libraries are in the same town or city? Are they 
used oy the student for reference work or for recreaticna. 
reading? 


*Ey books for general reading I mean books not for specific clas 
room work but of recreational and informational character. 
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Name of Enrollement 
College 
1. Augustana 350 
2. Carthage 270 
» Eureka 250 
4. Illinois 340 
5. Illinois 700 
Wesleyan 
6. Illinois 295 
Woman s 
7. Knox 550 
8. Laké Forest 200 
9. Lombard 300 
10. MeKendree 167 
11. Milliken 660 
12. Mt. Morris 140 
43, Northwestern 500 
14. Rockford 350 
15. Rosary W By fc 
16. St. Procopius281 
17- Shurtleff 180 
18. Wheaton 290 
19. Bradley 542 


Polytechnic 


Number of volumes 
in library 


34,088 
14,833 


16,000 


17,295 
17,000 
123000 
25,000 
35,574 
43,500 
11,000 
18,000 
34,000 
15,000 

9,000 
13,000 
16,500 
16,000 


16,010 


16,570 


General Reference 


Books Books 

1/10 Wee 
a/5 
1,000 


17,293 700 
mostly reference 
1500 


10,000 


m6stly reference 


60% 40% 
1/4 to 1/3 
1/2 

1/6 1/4 


14,000 1,000 


omly a few 1/10 


1/10 2/10 
1/8 ee) 
600 =50 
1/3 2/3 


All research 
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Speeial collections 


1. 5,000 books presented in 
1862 by Charles XV King of 
Sweden. 
Colieetion books on missions 
thru efforts Augustana Foreign 
Mission “oeiety 
Collection of files Swedish- 
Ameriean newspapers and periodi- 
cals one of the largest in world. 


J* Collection of Bibles in 
Russian, Bulgarian ete. 
A few first editions 


4. Jones Collection 
All elasses 
Riddle Collection 
Seientific an literary, fancy 


Wilson Colleetion editions. 


Antique Collection 


1,000 art books 


A few old and rare 
books. 


7. Standish Fund bibs ~ endowed 
(about 1,000 "best books in 
seience, literature and art? 
Finley Collection on history 


and romance ofthe Northwest 
{about 1,900 volumes-endowedy 


Average amount spent 


annually 
Total #1,800 
General $200 


Magazines $150 


Total $1,000 
General $200 
Magazines $150 


Total $1,250 
Ineludes binding 
General $100.44 
Magazines $125 


Totak $1200 


Magazines $100 


Total $2,260 
General ¥ery little 
Magazines #250 


Total $1,2#BO 


Magazines 4150 


Total $2500 
General 8800 
Magazines ¢1P? 


Total $1500 
General 910°* 
Magazines $500 


Fietion Poliey 


Very little 
bought, only 
that neededfor 
English 


Reaked Put wBAEE, 


novel course. 


Fines are used for 
this purpose. 
$50 or $60 a year. 


Literature such 
as Kipling, Con- 
rad and O.Henry 


Best work of each 
author--very litte 
modern fiction. 


Buy agter book has 
proven itself. 


Outside field - 
Buy best six sell 
ers or a book tha 
hasproven value 
Class or society 
use. Encourage 
students to patron, 
izebookshop and 
publiclibrary.- 


No funds. 


 s 
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Special eolleetions 


9. 

Small collection of 
quite old books==Benj. 
Lombard. Soeial science 
Siven by Dr Powers. 
Divinity books at Ryder 
Divinity Sehool Chicago. 


10. Law library of Hon. Benson 


Wood. 
11. Philosophy and psyehology 
12. M@ényireligous books. 


Missionary books(500) 
Bishop's library, (4,500) 
Congressman Hitt s library 


Average anmount spent 


annually 


No budget 
Transition period 


Hotal y650 
Gnere& $65. 
Magazines §9> 


Total 2,500 
General $1000 
Magazines $299 


Total $1000 
Gere ral $100 
Magazines $150 


(4,500 ros and congressional 


documents 


13. 


1%. 


is. 


16. Czechoslovak literature, 
history andtravel. 


17. Rare editions olsd books 
CommentariesBible. 


18. 
19. 


Total $1350 
General $50 
Magazines $250 


Total $1500 
Magazines $230 


Total $1000 to 
gl500 — 

General §20¥ 

Magazines $2600 


Totaleg2,000 
General $1,800 
Magazines $200 


Total $800 
General $50 
Magazines 9325 


Total $400 
General $100 
Yagazines $1.00 
Books $1100 _ 
Magazines $50U 

No general reading. 


Fiction Policy 


Almost none. 
Beginning fund. 


Very conservative. 


Sseattering books 
bought by English 
department. 


Bought by English 
Department. 


Only an occasional 
purchase. 
Lack of funds 


Lack of funds, 
therefore no policy 
needed. 


Most of it bought 
for contemporary 
literature class. 


Selects best or 

what isthought 

best for students. 

75 new books uo- 

dern fiction each 
ear. 


Buy most outstanding 


No fiction-city 
library supplies. 


Only Tor assigned 
reading 
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Fee per year 


1. $8.00 


. $ °50 
4. No fee 


2eiT.80 
Musie & Art 


‘* Students excl. 


5. No fee 
6. No fee 


7. Wo fee 


8. $6.00 


9. No fee 


19. $4.00 
11. No fee 


12. $8.0r 
135. No fee 
14. $6.00 res. 
g2-VYO day 
students 
15. No fee 
a8. $2.00 


17. No fee 


18. No fee 


19. No fee 


wecess to books 


Number of books 


kept at one time 


Enter staeks with 
attendant's per- 
mission. 


Open shelves 


Open shelves 


Upper classes 
special permission 


Open shelves 
Open shelves 
Open shelves 
No longer re™ 
stricted shelf 
Open shelves 
Open shelves 
exeeot for very 


few-sex books 


Open shelves 


Open shelves 


Open shelves 
Open shelves 


Open shelves 


-pen shelves 
Open shelves 


Open shelves 


Open shelves 


Open shelves 


4 


No limit 


One-exceptions 
made. 


Two 


5 
No limit 


No limit 


No limit 
No limit 


No Limit 


No limit 


No limit 
No limit 


> 
3,more special 
permission 


No limit 


No limit 


Length of time 
books may be kept 


2 weeks 


2 weeks 
Reserve-over 
night. 


e weeks 
Reserve-4AP ‘li. 
to 6 A.M. 


Ten days 
Renewal ten days 


2 weeks 


2 weeks-privi- 
lege recall. 


2 weeks 


As long as in use 


Over night 9:30P M. 
until 8SA.M. : 
Sat. noon to Mon. 


2 weekskreserve 
closing to opening 


2 weeks 


c weeks 


2 weeks- longer if 
not in demand. 
No limit 


# weeks-renewal 


As long as in use 
fiction-7 days 


2 weeks-renewal 


2 weeks- reserve 
library closed. 


ecvwweeks 
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Cireulation of 
magazines 


ae No. 


2. Over night 


3, Bound circulate 


~Ollections of books Aecessible to students 


outside library 
Books in classrooms 


Seience Hall 
Denhart Hall1-Girl' Dormatory 


as books;also current Departmental libraries 


4. 4 P.M to 8 A.M. 
6. Over night 
5. Two weeks 
7. Current numbers 


over night 
Others as books. 


168) 


Few days. 


9. Read in library 
by students, fac- 
ulty may take out. 


10.3 latest copies 
cireulate as re- 
serve books. 


11.Faeulty over night 
only. 


12.All1 but current 
issues-2 weeks 


13+ no not encourage 


14.Two hours 
15.No. 
16 No. 


17.Overnight 
Back numbers 
7 days. 


1%8.Same rules as 
books; no current 
ones when library 
open. 


19.Three days 


None. Biology, history etc 


Expression “all 


Chemistry, physics and biology 
labs. Home Ee.Dpt. and gyn. 


Departmental libraries4physics 
ehemistry and biology. 


Departments 


SoeiBl science books 


Seienece elass room 


3 ecolleections in special 
study halls. 


Y.H.CG.A. and ZeWeCAe 


Professors keep in offices 
and laboratories. 


Art colleetion-Studio 


vrama end .~oetry collection 
shelved in Drama Studio 
None 


Woman's DormatorykArrangement 
being made for one in Men's. 


Chemistry and biology labs. 
President's, secretary's and 
Registrar's offices. 


Chemistry, Biology, Physics 
Art room French class room 
locked cases 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes. 


Yes. 
Yes. 


Yes 


Yes. 


Bes. 


Yes. 


Yes 
+imited 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Permission 
instructor who 
is responsible 
for books 
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Ways of interesting Ways of bringing new 
students in books. books before students. 


1.Artieles in college Advertising in college 


paper. paper. 
@#.Bulletin boards Placing on shelves with 
labels 
5¥covers of recent Largely in hands of fac- 
general books congpic- ulty call special attven- 
4.New books exhibited oe ng wee tee 
Fascinating books Special exhibitsk 
left on reading table 
or near loan desk with 
sign "Do nothandle 
Popular magazines~bait. . 
5.-Bulletin boards. New book shelf-newsk 


College paper lists and papers-Collefe paper 
articles. Personal in- Personal attention. 
terest in the student. Chapel announcements. 


6.Seleetions on tables  $$Display on desk 

*Lists on bulletin boards List on bulletin board 
Attention called to lists 
by English teachers. 


#.Suggestion mainly New book display 
Oecasional talk in chapel Notices sent 


Notice in college paper Tour receiving room . 


Standish Alcove-turn stu- 
dentloose to find own book. 


8. 


9.Faculty ealls attention to Notices and reviews 
books-ehapel annoucements sent to faculty in- 


Column college paper terested. 
Display. 
19.Signs-"Have you read “ists college papers 
this?" "Booka you have Personal attention. 


always meant to read." 
placed on reading tables 
with books. Yersonal atten- 
tion. 


1l1l.Lists of aceessions posted See column one. 
in library every two weeks 
Also published in Student 


Zz 


“ 


Persons outside staff 
who are assisting. 


English professor. 


Talks by professors 
and Dean of Women. 


‘See second column. 


Teachers suggest 
lists and write 
reviews. 


Faculty suggest books 
especially history 
teachers. 


English department 
issues reading list 


Freshman teacher in 
inglish. ; 


1@.Extensive use of the bulletin Circulars and adver- English professor 


board. Rack of books at loan tisements sent to 


desk. faculty 


in Short Story 
Course. 
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Ways of interesting 
students in books. 


Lore 


14. 


Ls 


Place on display 


New book shelf 
Browsing shelf 
Reviews interesting 
books in weekly pa- 
per-selected biblik 
Ography ofmagazine 
articles. 


Use of colored covers 
and publishersVorgans 


On bulletin board. 


aq. 


LT 


18. 


Display books on shelf. 
Booknotes in Bookman, 


Ways ofbringing new 
books before students. 


Display for several 
nonths 


New book shelf. 


see eolumn one 


Catholic World, Interna- 


tional Book Review etc. 


Contemporary literature 


elass.stimulates reading 


Bulletinboard notices 


Professors callattention 
to noteworthy books 


Bulletin boards 
Collection of books 
in conspécuous place 
Personal mention. 


Debates, essays and 
story contests 
Reviews in papers 


Bulletin boards 


19. 


Special shelf. 


Posting jackets and 
notices bulletin board 
Special case 


New book shelf mear 
charging desk 


Persons outside staff 
who are assisting. 


Teachers make sugees= 
tions. Clubs in 
special lines. 


English teachers 


Coilege paper 


@eachers Special lists 
preparec oy staff at 
request of teachers 
Used for reports 
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Extent to whieh books Service of library Other libraries in town 
are borrowed from other to community Use by students+Reference 
libraries for students or “recreational . 


and ‘faculty. 
Public libraries of 


1.Borrow about a dozen Service slight- Book Island 
a year. good public library Davenport Recreational 
Moline 
2.Twice a year for de- Alunni 
~ bates; occasionally Woman's Club Carthage Publie Both 
for professors. Townspeople give : a 
Continually from state trouble by not re- nly high school library 
library Occasionally U. of turning pooks. Loan 
I. & Chicago U. to friends of college 
4.Borrow from local Not. Largely for Six hospitable Reference 
libraries~6. Public excellent. libraries ineluding 
public 
5.-Frequently verve neighbor- 
Inter-library loan: hood | Bloomington Public Coop- 
4 Normal University aeration 
YGreat many from Public Whenever asked GC. and A. Phops. all 


and.library extension 
See 4. Use Public 


and Deaf And Dumb Both 
7.-Ten or twelve times Willing to serve 
. a year for use faculty fine public. Public used by students 
Lombard College 
°.Oecasionaljyy Yes Public library Both 
9.Borrow from U. of I. Neighborhood Public library Both 
peldomasked Knox College 
10.Borrow from St. Louis Very little None 
for debates “Ministers 
11.-Rather often For study Decatur Public Both 


Do not echreulate 
outside student 


12.Not a great deal body 
“hieago U.and Exten. no. None 
13, Not at all Large 
lioraries in Chicago Not much Nichols Public Both 


do not encourage 


14-Borrow from Chicago No Publie Used extensively 
Public, Crerar,Univerk 
sity of “hicago. 


16 Ten to fifteen a fear No. Nearest 2&122 miles 
: Not used. 
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Extent to whieh books 
are borrowed from othr 
libraries for students 
and faculty. 


#5. Very little 


17- 15 to 20 a year 


18 Not very much 
Chicago Public 


19.Borpow from Peoria 
Publie to supplement 
own collection mostly 
for assigned readings 
in English &“feononics 


Service to 
community 


No 


Woman's Club 
Few others 
Faeulty Western 
liilitary Aeademy 


Former students 


Special case for 
instance if book can 
not be found from 
other source 


40 


Other libraries in tow 
Use by students-Referenee 
or recreational 


River Forest 


Oak Park Both 
Chieago 
Publie Both 


Adams:femuorial Both 


Publie library Bogh 
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| SIZE OF LIBRARY 


> Considering first the size of the library it must be born in 
mind that the larger the college the larger the library must be to 
serve the student& body adequatly. Therefore it is necessary to 
eompare the size of the dibrary with the size of the college. Of 
course the quality of the books counts more than the quantity of 
pooks but since the quantity is more tangible and more easily ar- 
rived at thru a quesbionnaire we shall find the number of books per 
student in each library. 


1.Augustana 97 books per student 
2.Carthage 55  ." 
3.Eureka ES ae n " 
4.Illinois 50 " ' " 
Selliitneia 24 "* . " 


Wesleyan * 
§-Illinois 40 s ‘5 : 
Woman's 
7 Knox 45" " n 


8.Laké Forest 176 " 
9.Lombard A5 " " " 
10.MeKendree 66 " " tt 
Memvitizken 275 "5° n 


12.Mt. Morris235 "° r " 


13.Northwest- 30 " " i" 
ern , 


1R.Rockford (26 n I n 
he -Rosary 74 i! " 


" 1a) YW 


16.St.Procopius 59 
1%.Shurtleff 8&8 7 


15.Wheaton a as . 

19.Bradl ey 51 " " " 

Perhaps Mt. Morris’ largefigures may be explained when we notice 
that it has 4590. books, formerly a bishop! library and 4500 books 
of a legal character from a Congressuan. Lake Forest however mentions 
no special collections. 
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- Amount spent Percentage  ag- 
per student azines to books 


magazines 























$85 16% 
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BOOKS FOR GENERAL READING AND REFERENCE USE 


After studying the replies to the questiasconcerning number of 
books for recreational and informational character it seems hard to 
arrive at any conclusions. It is very evident that the librarians 
did not have the same view point when making divisions. ‘Some divik 
ded the entire collection between reference and general books while, 
was can be seen by looking at the tables, the total of general reading 
books and reference books of others only came to 3/10 of thw total 
number of volumes. Too, as the librarian at Knox said it was hard 
to make a distinction for very often a book was bought for general 
reading and a teacher would discover it and put it #mmediatly on his 
reserve shelf. The outstanding coment of those who did make comments 
was that there were far too few books for general reading provided. 
The feeling is left with one that that is one of the big problems 
whieh the librarians have to help solve with the assistance of the 
teachers. Perhaos it is as it should pe at Knox. It is a question 
whether the books for general reading should be coardinated as much 
as possibie with the college courses , so that students who do not 
naturally read a great deal would get acquainted with good books other 
than texts, and so perhaps grow fonder of books , orwhethner it is 
better for the librarian to advertise and arrange books so attractively 
that the students will take time to read and enjoy them more because 
they were nob told to read them. Perhaps a blending ofthe two plans 
would be most effective with the librarian and teaching staff keeping 
in close touch with each others work. 
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


It seems that a number of the libraries having special collections 
fall heir to them rather than make any conscious effort to build up any 
Special field. Of the /5 colleges reported 12 have some sort of special 

collections, i595 separate collections in all. Six colleges report gifts 
as special collections, one threeseparate gifts, another two. In a numk 
ber of cases it can not be told whether special collections originated as 
gifts or not. Perhaps some of the most outstanding collections are the 
books presented by the king of Sweden to “ugustana and the large file of 
Swedish American nawspapers and periodicals at the same college. If one 
were selecting a well rounded library in literature, art and science the 
Standish Fund books at Knox ought to prowe a great help. ‘*here the his- 
torian should note the Finley collection of 1,000 volumes on history and 
romance of the Northwest. To the lover of art Illinois “esleyan showd 
have something helpful. *erhaps the most unique eollecttion for thispart 
of the country is the colleetion of Czechoslovak literature and history 
and travel at St. Procopius. Here is one case where the library has evi- 
dently mate a special effort to build up this field. 


ANNUAL AMOUNT SPENT 


Looking over the list it is noticed that annual expenditures vary - 
from $2,500 to $400 a year. But again it is hardly fair to compare ex- 
penditures without comparing them in relation to the size of the library 
and the student body,. tnt, wwill be seen that the amounfs vary all theway 
from $7-44 of Rosary, down to¢t.38 of “heaton. It will be remembered that 
Mt- Morrés also had the largest number of books per student.while Laké 
Forest which came second spends the fourth largest, $7.00. There is there- 
fore some correlation between the amount spent and the numbet of books 
per students The college with the next lowest number of books per stu- 
dent has next to the lowest amount spent. There are other factors how- 
ever, for McKendree with 66 books per student only pays 93-SOV ver stu- 
dent. In buying magazines the funds vary just as much--from §.44 per 
student at Shurtleff to §4.160at St. Procopius. Perhaps divergencies 
Will ereep in here due to the fact that againmagazines for general readk 
ing may be misinterpreted. It has often been discussed as to the proper 
percentage of funds whichshould be spent on magazinas. It is ratner in- 
teresting to see how the funds are divided between books and magazines. 
Again we have a very wide rangefrom 36% of Lake Forest to 3% of Shurtleff 
The average percentage is 57, . 
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FICTION POLICY 


It would seem that the English Departments were held largely respo n- 
sible for the fiction which finds itself tn the stacks of most college 
libraries. In most cases the libraries @ither have provided no funds for 
fiction or they buy what they do bug for “nglish classes. There is only 
one outstanding exception to this rule and that is at St. Procopius wh ere 
75 new books of fiction are added every year and where a seven day circu- 
letion of. fiction is provided. Eureka has 4 rather unique plan. All 


i aes. «et RY 2 ‘nate 4 
fines are used for fiction. It might not be wise for students to know this. 


5 ire ar al 
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The colleges are almost evenly divided over the problem of chargi™S— 
fees. “ight have fe 
the average being 4. 


end efevendo not. These fees vary from 7.50 to yO.0U 


es 
68 ver Sear. There seems to be Little connection be- 
a) 


: lhe 
tween the size of the college and the matter of fees. It is evidently 4 
matter of finances. ‘s can easily be seen althouga those charging fees 
are not in the upver half the average amount per student is higher than 
itiis in those schools where there is no fee. The fee is the logical so- 
Lie 
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Wuiiion when the college is Wishing to bulld up its collection for since 
the student is largely rather thi AVE al 
Smterior library it is onlj 
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OPEN SHELViS 


CIRCULATION 


Exept in twe instancesall college liorarics have open shelves anu in 
thopecases students may center with the attendant's permission. Only one 
library mentions a restricted shelf and that contains very few books, in 
tne words of the librarian they have access to all but a sequestered and |. 
encient few and one or two sex books". One librarian said that unless 4, 
knewsa particular book he wants for recreational reading he is turned 
loose to browse thry the shelves himself. “he students all have an op- 
portunity to become acquainted with books by examining them first han d. 


1f colleges have no limit to the number of books which can be taken 
out while in two others where there is a limit the librarian reports 
special permission may be received or exceptions are made, ‘here there 
is a maximum set it varies from one, wnich fortunately ip one where e€xX- 
ceptions are made to five. I is interesting to note, however, that in 
a number of cases where the number is not limited the librarian reports 
that students rarely want more than two books at one time. “here reserve 
books are mentioned the practice is the same--to allow reserve books out 
only when the library is closed. 
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ta ¢ ng 74 » rice, } 
Ly Be Yarious are the ways found forinterect students in reading but 
the three ways most generally used/exhibits of books themselves, ex- 
tensive use of tne bulletin board and articles and lists in the coll- 
ege papers. At least half the librarians mention the college paper 
and as it is the one paper most students read it should be a very good 
medium between the librarian and the student. Numerous sighs are used 
to catch the eye of the possible reader, perhaps the most humorous be- 
ng Do not handle.” According to the librartan "it works", The mem- 
bers of the faculty have lent a helpful hand in a number of eases by 
speaking in chapel or to classes and writing book reviews. Again it 
has been the “nglish teacher who, because of the novel, literature and 
short story courses, largely leads the student's reading. In one case 
= oy teacher suggests books. There is fine cooperation in one 

bOliege. fhe librarian assists in making out lists of books for the 
Btudents and then the faculty assign reports to be made on books from 
ese lists. The power of suggestion and personal attention is highly 
i valued. | 
| ae . 
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__ The new books are brought to the attention of the students in 
mueh the same way as other interesting books are. Quite a common prac- 
tice is the sending to faculty notices and reviews of books in which 
they are especially interested or are which on their speeial field of 
work. It is encouraging to note that only }wo libraries fail to an- 
wer regarding ways of interesting students, showing that some con- 
scious effort is peing made to direct student reading and to intro- 
duce them to new literature. 
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COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS 
OUTSIDE LIBRARY 


In most cases a small collection of books set apart from the rest 
attracts more attention and is more available and therefore is used 


more than if all the books were shelved together. This seems to be ap-= 


preciated by the colleges for in all bht two cases there are collec- 
tions shelved separately. In most eases these are books used by stu- 
dents in different courses, such as physics, chemistry, biology etc.. 
We find an art collection in an art studio and a drama and poetry col- 
lection in the drama studio. In a few instances there is a movement to 
make books for general reading more available to the student. Vollec- 
tions are being placed in dormatories, Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. rooms. If 
all but one case these collections are accessible to students. In the 
ease of the art collection "limited access" is reported. 


BORROWING FROM OTHER LIBRARIES 


The spirit of most college libraries is that they are willing to 
serve others and do when asked but this is infrequent in most eases 
due to good publie libraries. One library does not circulate outside 
the student body but encourages others to use the books in the library. 
Women's Clubs, ministers and former: studants patronize the eollege 
library most. It seems, however that where there is no publie library 
that, if at all possible the college library, tho first and primarily 
for students, should serve thecommunity. Something seems wrong in one 
small town which has no public library when thereport comes rather em- 
phatically that no service is given. vJne fine way of helping the towns 
people learn about the college and what it is doing Should be thru the 
the college library. 


In all cases where there is a public library it is used by stu- 
dents either for recreational reading or refference work, usually both. 
As one librarian said by encouraging students to patronize the public 
library the librarian does not feel compelled to buy so much fiction. 


A rather interesting comment comes from the librarian at Bureka 
wWnere thereis no public library. He sa&d they had been willing to lend 
to townspsople but outsiders had caused so much trouble by keeping 
books over time necessitating the sending of notices and &ven messengers. 
Now books are only lent to friends of the colleges. 
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